
New Chamber Members: 

Eagle Air Med 

Alamosa Live Music Assn 

Chamber Renewals: 

Big R 

Hospice Del Valle 

Southwest Title 

Antique Garage 

Mobile Record Shredders 

Springs Resort, Ltd 

San Luis Valley Brewing Co. 

Blue Peaks Development 

Rakhra Mushroom Farm 

AURA 

tragic indeed to waste 

time seeking the world 

over for happiness 

while neglecting the 

abundance of 

economic advantages, 

recreational 

opportunities, and 

interdependent 

kinships right in our 

own back yards. 

 

Randy Jackson 

President 

Rustic Log Furniture 

I would like to applaud the 

Valley Courier for their 

ñShop Localò campaign.  It 

reminds me of the story of 

Ali Hafed.  In speaking 

with a priest one day Ali 

conceptualized the vast 

wealth contained in 

diamonds.  Although he 

was already wealthy he felt 

poor in comparison to the 

wealth he could have with 

diamonds.  So he sold his 

farm, turned his family 

affairs over to a neighbor, 

and searched the world 

over for diamonds.  Years 

later he prematurely died a 

lonely, penniless, miserable 

vagabond.  One day the 

man who bought Aliôs 

farm saw something 

shiny at the bottom of the 

garden brook where he 

took his camel to 

drink.  Thus was 

discovered the diamond-

mine of Golconda, the 

most magnificent 

diamond-mine in all the 

history of mankind.  Had 

Ali Hafed remained at 

home and dug in his own 

cellar, or underneath his 

own wheat fields or in 

his own garden, instead 

of wretchedness, 

starvation, and death, he 

would have had acres of 

diamonds.  It would be 

Presidentõs Message 

Join us at Calvilloôs Restaurant  

March 25th at 7 AM    

RSVPs are requested but not required.   

Call Barb McGinnis at 589-3681  

to let us know if you are attending. 
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Business Tipsð6 Steps to Attracting Clients  by Bernadette Doyle  

5. Close the Sale  

Learn how to ask for their 

business. For some companies, 

that might mean a face - to - face 

meeting, and for many others, 

the entire sales process can be 

automated.  

6. Make Additional Offers  

The bulk of your profits are 

going to be made from 

additional sales to satisfied 

customers.  

Follow these six steps to attract 

the right kind of clients/

customers for your business.  

1. Clarify/Research Your 

Target Audience  

Do your research and discover 

who your products or services 

can help the most. What do they 

read? Where do they gather? Of 

what organizations are they 

members? What do they really, 

really want? What keeps them 

awake at night?  

2. Package What You're 

Offering  

Package your products/services 

toward what your clients/

customers really want/need.  

3. Create an Irresistible Offer  

State your offer in a compelling 

way that has people raising their 

hands to say "I want that!"  

4. Practice Great Follow - up  

To maximize all the hard work 

you've already done, you must 

follow -up consistently.  

Executive Directorõs Report  

July 4th parade will need people to work 

the event that day.  Ride the Rockies 

presents another fund raising opportunity.  

Give us a call to volunteer your time.  

Weôre making things happen in Alamosa!  

Be a part of this excitement! 

While we have a lot to accomplish, take a 

few moments to give thanks for what we 

have.  Iôm thankful for my job, my 

family and for all of the great medical 

professionals at the Denver Childrenôs 

Hospital. 

Every once in a while something happens 

to help put things in perspective.  While 

the work of the EDC and Chamber is 

important, exciting and fun, it took a 

back seat to my Grandson, Carterôs open 

heart surgery.  Heôs only a little more 

than two months old and had a hole in his 

heart (VSD) that made him work hard to 

breathe.   

Heôs in the Denver Childrenôs Hospital at 

the moment.  Heôs in great hands.  

Everything about his stay has been 

handled with professionalism, courtesy, 

and kindness.  Everything has gone so 

well, that Iôm back on the job, worrying 

about the ArtWalk, memberships, 

bookkeeping and the July 4th parade. 

Because weôre a team, the work was able 

to continue in my absence.  Iôm looking 

forward to an exciting ArtWalk, among 

other things. 

Let me take a moment to ask for your 

help.  We need volunteers for a number 

of events on the horizon.  The Chamber 

will be selling beer at the Rodeo.  The 

Get t ing  S tar ted  in  a  New Bus iness 

Covers  a l l  the  bas ics  l i ke  taxes ,  insurance and reg is t ra t ion 

Tuesday,  March 9,  3 :00 ð 4:30 pm a t  De l  Nor te  Federa l  Bank 

 

Guer i l l a  Mar ke t ing  S t r a teg ies 

Promote your  bus iness  wi thou t  spending a ton  o f  money 

Tuesday,  Apr i l  13,  3 :00-4:30 pm a t  the County  Annex 

 

Bas ic  F inanc ia l  Wor kshop 

Unrave l  the mystery  o f  the f inanc ia ls  and ra t i os 

Tuesday,  May 11,  3 :00-4:30 pm at  the DN Museum 

 

Get t ing  your  Bus iness  F inanced 

Learn  abou t  f inanc ia l  resources  f rom a panel  o f  exper ts 

Tuesday,  June 15,  3 :00-4:30 pm a t  the County  Annex 

 

SBDC- Del Norte Business Workshops   

$10  each  workshop   

o r   

4  f o r  $30 

 

Reg is te r  by  ca l l i ng  

Donna  Wehe 

A t   

587-5151 



Just 4 Fitness in Alamosa has moved to a new location 

 

Just 4 Fitness, a private gym which offers personal and small group cross training, has moved to a new 

location at 420 State Avenue in downtown Alamosa. Trainer and owner, Cathy Jackson, is taking new clients 

and can be reached at (719) 587-5551.  Her tag line, "Make the Most of Your Body for the Rest of Your 

Life," is a summary of her mission to help clients reach and maintain their personal health and fitness goals.  

 

 

 

27th Annual Crane Festival -  Monte Vista  

Make sure you come down to see one of the highlights here in March. Each year the 

San Luis Valley becomes populated by large Sandhill Cranes. One of the rarest types 

of these birds are the White Whooping Cranes. As stated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service 02/2003 there is an estimate of only 250 Whooping Cranes left. 

People marvel at the sight and sound of these large birds, and have been known to 

come from all over the nation to experience this unique event. Make sure you don't 

miss this! 

The event starts March 12th with tours starting as early as 7:00 am. and continues 
through March 14th.  

  

Doggie Day Care Expands in Alamosa 

 

Dog Days Inn, Alamosa, Colorado 
 

Due to high demand, Dog Days Inn has added new hotel rooms for their four legged patrons.  This small 

business is really growing.  Available services include doggie day care, boarding, and grooming.  They offer 

a wide selection of retail products, researched by the owners, Lara and Carl Ciasulli, to enhance the health of 

your pet. They are located next to the Alamosa airport on State Avenue in Alamosa, Colorado.  

Ride the Rockies 
 

 

The population of Alamosa will increase by over 2,000 on Friday, June 18, as Ride the Rockies Bicycle tour 

rolls into town.  This annual event is not only a great opportunity to showcase this wonderful community, but 

also a chance for fundraising opportunities and service projects.  On behalf of the Alamosa County Chamber 

of Commerce, Alamosa Convention & Visitorôs Bureau, and the City of Alamosa, proposals are now being 

accepted for interested groups that would like to be a food vendor or would like to host the beer sales.  Any 

organization or business may apply for food sales; beer vendors must be a documented non-profit entity.  

Vendors will be selected on their ability to meet the criteria of the RFP. To receive an RFP, please call Matt 

Beckner at the Visitorôs Bureau at 589-9386 or e-mail at design@alamosa.org.  Proposals are due no later than 

9:00 am Monday, March 15.   

http://slv-small-biz-success.blogspot.com/2010/02/just-4-fitness-in-alamosa-has-moved-to.html
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AlamosaConventionand/08f8d255a0/29009a6657/94a855335c/utm_source=leads&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=eml-march2010
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AlamosaConventionand/08f8d255a0/29009a6657/5fa7e90a91/utm_source=leads&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=eml-march2010
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AlamosaConventionand/08f8d255a0/29009a6657/29f22923e6/utm_source=leads&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=eml-march2010
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AlamosaConventionand/08f8d255a0/29009a6657/b85fab025a/utm_source=leads&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=eml-march2010
http://slv-small-biz-success.blogspot.com/2010/02/doggie-day-care-expands-in-alamosa.html
mailto:design@alamosa.org


 ALAMOSA ARTWALK 2010 

Downtown Alamosa will celebrate the San Luis Valleyôs vibrant arts community 

at the Eighth Annual Downtown Alamosa ArtWalk on Saturday, March 27, 

10AM ï 5PM. Local artists will showcase their talents in visual arts, music, and 

spoken word at 25 locations. A team of local volunteers and arts enthusiasts has 

banded together to put together a spectacular line-up of performances, 

demonstrations, and art displays. An ArtWalk schedule and map will be 

available one week in advance in businesses throughout downtown Alamosa. 

At a variety of demonstrations artists will share their techniques in drawing, 

painting, spinning, weaving, beadwork, and jewelry-making. Exceptional works 

will be on exhibit throughout downtown. In addition visitors should be sure to 

track down the local food producers to sample their products for free at various 

downtown locations. 

Alamosa Live Music Association (ALMA) has packed the day with the 

excitement of live music. Adams State College performance artists will entertain 

with their own brand of theatre and art.  

The dayôs events will cap off at 5 PM at the San Luis Valley Brewing Company with a prize drawing of a $200 gift 

certificate to purchase local artwork sponsored by 1st Southwest Bank. Visitors to the ArtWalk should plan to collect 

twelve venue stamps or more on their event program for a chance to win. Volunteers will host an information table at 

Milagros Coffeehouse all day to receive the completed programs and to help attendees register. 

TopñEast Impression by JoAnne Kiser 

Above Leftñby Rodney Erickson 

Above CenterñWabi sabi sweaters 

by Fiber Floozies 

Above RightñAspen Gold by Coni 

Grant 

LeftñWinter Morning on Mt Blanca 

by Dennis Schrader 

Rightñ2 Friends out to sea by Sharon 

McCoy 


